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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SHUM 

SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS AT OAU SUMMIT 

1. IN CONNECTION WITH US ATTENDANCE AS OBSERVERS AT OAU 
SUMMIT, MISSION SUGGESTS THAT US REPS USE THE OPPORTUNITY 
TO EXPLORE INFORMALLY WITH OAU MEMBERS AND SECRETARIAT 
POSSIBLE WAYS OE IMPROVING THE OBSERVANCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
IN THE REGION. 

2. AS DEPT AWARE, WE ARE CONFRONTED WITH SPECIFIC CASES 
OF PURPORTED HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS OF HIGH VISIBILITY 
(E.G., UGANDA, GUINEA). OUR EXPERIENCE AT THE LAST 
SESSION OE THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION AND IN SUBSEQUENT 
UN FORA SUGGESTS THAT MANY AFRICAN COUNTRIES SHARE OUR 
COMMITMENT IN THIS AREA BUT ARE RELUCTANT TO CONDEMN 
BROTHER STATES IN INTERNATIONAL EORA. THE RESULTING IM- 
PASSE DOES DISSERVICE TO EXISTING INSTITUTIONS AND HAS 
LITTLE IF ANY IMPACT ON SITUATIONS. 

3. THE POINT OF THE INFORMAL DIALOGUE AT THE OAU SUMMIT 
WOULD BE TO RE-EMPHASIZE THE USG COMMITMENT TO THE PRO- 
MOTION OP HUMAN RIGHTS, TO SEEK A COMMON UNDERSTANDING 
ON THE BASIC CONCEPTS INVOLVED, AND TO ELICIT VIEWS ON 
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HOW PROGRESS CAN BE ACHIEVED IN THIS AREA. WE DO NOT 
BELIEVE THAT THE OAU SUMMIT IS THE APPROPRIATE PLACE TO 
PUSH ANY SPECIFIC USG PROPOSAL TO STRENGTHEN THE IN- 
TERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS MACHINERY BUT WOULD NOT PRE- 
CLUDE THE POSSIBILITY THAT DISCUSSION MIGHT NATURALLY 
TURN TO THE RECOMMENDATIONS ADVANCED BY PRESIDENT CARTER 
IN HIS SPEECH BEPORETHE UN. OF PARTICULAR INTEREST 
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WOULD BE ANY THOUGHTS ABOUT GREATER OAU INVOLVEMENT IN 
HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES. 

MCHENRY 
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